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VETERANS  ADMINISTRATION 
38  CFR  Part  17 

Public  Facilities  Grants  Programs 
Compliance  with  E.0. 12185  ' 

AGENCY:  Veterans  Administration. 
ACTION:  Final  notice  of  compliance  with 
E.0. 12185. _ 

summary:  The  Veterans  Administration 
(VA)  is  issuing  a  final  notice  of 
compliance  with  E.0. 12185  which  will 
apply  to  the  following  programs  in  the 
Public  Facilities  Grants  Section,  State 
Home  Facility  Grants,  Grants  to  New 
Medical  Schools,  and  Grants  for 
Construction  of  State  Veterans 
Cemeteries,  which  fall  within  the 
purview  of  E.0. 12185.  The  intent  of  this 
final  notice  is  to  promote  the  use  of 
energy  efficient  designs  for  buildings  to 
be  built  with  the  assistance  of  funds 
from  the  VA  Public  Facilities  Grants 
Program. 

date:  August  29, 1980. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Mr.  John  W.  Sisty,  Energy  Specialist 
(10A4A1],  Engineering  Service, 
Department  of  Medicine  and  Surgey, 
Veterans  Administration,  810  Vermont 
Ave.,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20420  (202-  - 
389-2893). 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Introduction 

On  May  7, 1980,  VA  published 
proposed  rules  to  establish  a  set  of 
energy  conservation  standards  and 
design  targets  for  all  building  retrofit, 
renovation  or  new  construction, 
supported  by  the  Public  Facilities  Grants 
ProOTams. 

The  VA  received  two  written 
comments  concerning  the  proposed 
rules.  Both  comments  were 
complimentary  of  the  VA  overall  Energy 
Conservation  Program  and  concurred 
with  our  intention  to  use  BEPS 
standards.  One  comment  recommended 
that  we  use  the  revised  ASHRAE 
standards.  This  will  be  done.  The  VA 
uses  the  latest,  most  up  to  date 
standards,  routinely. 

Pending  approval  of  the  DOE  BEPS 
standards,  all  requests  for  funds  in  the 
Public  Facilities  Grants  Programs  for  the 
purposes  of  building  retrofit,  renovation 
or  new  construction  of  (1)  State  Home 
Facilities,  (2)  New  Medical  Schools  and 
(3)  State  Veterans  Cemeteries  will  be 
reviewed  for  compliance  with  existing 
rules.  All  projects  must  be  life  cycle  cost 
effective  with  a  savings  to  investment 
ratio  of  one  or  better  in  accordance  with 
the  DOE  life  cycle  cost  procedures  and 
all  building  expansion  or  new  building 


projects  must  be  designed  in  accordance 
with  the  most  recent  version  of  the 
ASHRAE  90-75  standards  for  energy 
conservation.  In  addition,  we  are 
requesting  that  all  new  buildings  be 
designed  to  meet  or  exceed  the  BTU/ 
square  foot/year  targets  listed  in  the 
BEPS  standards  for  the  local  community. 

After  the  BEPS  standards  have  been 
approved,  we  will  require  that  all  new 
buildings  be  designed  to  meet  or  exceed 
the  BEPS  standards. 

Since  a  clearly  drawn  up  contract, 
with  plans  and  specifications  is  required 
before  the  recipient  is  awarded  any 
funding,  and  each  building  must  be 
inspected  before  payments  are  made,  all 
provisions  of  the  contract  must  be  met 
before  the  recipient  effectively  receives 
his  money.  If  the  contractor  fails  to  live 
up  to  his  contract,  proceedings  will  be 
initiated  to  force  compliance  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
contract.  If  the  contractor  fails  to 
comply,  he  may  be  barred  from  bidding 
on  or  receiving  future  government 
contracts. 

Approved:  August  21, 1980. 

By  direction  of  the  Administrator. 

Maury  S.  Cralle,  (r., 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator. 
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